BE YOUR OWN INSPECTOR:

THE

3o you've been issued che M14 rifle.

And, if you used o have the M1 rifle,
vou can see where they look alike in
some ways . .. and different in others.

They're dead-alike in one way, tho—
they both nced maintaining. And two
make it easy for you to spor trouble
before and when it stares, read an and
you'll see the mainenance points that
need checking.

Notice those trouble spots ehat're
in BOLD TYPE These add up 1o
serious gig points. .. and want to be
fixed now,

As you've probably noticed, chere
are two Mld's. One has a fiberglass
handguard and hinged butt plate. It's

HINGED BUTT PLATE
—loose, bent, broken,
doesn’t open or close.

A,
BUTT PLATE — screws Ioose,
missing; base access plate
doesn’t close, is loose; latch
bent, doesn’t hold; spring
weak, missing. (This also goes
for the M14 without the
hinged butt plate).

the latest. The other doesn’t have a
hinged bure plate and it has a wooden
handguard. One day the man'll be
around to "dress” the butt plate in the
latest style. The fiberglass handguard
15 listed in TM 9-1005-223-20P under
FSN 1005-690-4068.

If you, as the rifleman, have any
questions about the rifle, sce your
armorer-actificer, And if the armorer
has any, he wants o check with your
Ordnance support,

HANDGUARD (FIBERGLASS)—broken,
cracked around vent ports; spring
doesn't clamp tight.

HANDGUARD (WOODEN)—
cracked, dry, spring doesn't
hold tight.

SLING—worn, broken; .
clamps weak, faulty,

Ly

SWIVELS—don't move freely,
battered, missing; rivets hold-
ing front swivel loose, miss-
ing; bottom butt plate screw
that fastens rear swivel loose,
missing.

Wi,
' |
(¢

SPINDLE VALVE — can't e = 4
turned or pushedin,real loose, 4
pin_broken, missing.

EQUIPMENT FOR

HAIHTEHF}HGE—-
; DON'T FORGET busted, missing.
e i/ THE STUFF You %\ CLEANING ROD {Four

HEED TO HELP

STOCK — ferrule loose, miss- | KEEP YOUR
ing; wood dry, cracked (keep | WEAPON
your good eye on the look for | [N SHAPE:
cracks between the two
swivel rivets and the front end
of the stock); liner loose.

Sections) AND TIP

CONTAINER

’-—-—"" ‘#
O CLEANING

GHAMBER CLEANING

BORE CLEANING BRUSH ~ ccpasewerr

COMBINATION

TOOL 2
—
QILER ‘;E

PATCHES @;{
BRUSH et
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FLASH SUPPRESSOR
NUT—damaged
threads, loose. a

2 FRONT SIGHT — cracked,
ﬂ"fiL_‘H busted off, burred, loose, se-
curing screw loose; not black-
ened: blades broken, cracked,

CONNECTOR ASSEMBLY—bent {including hook that holds on
to operating rod), cracked, holes worn; plunger bent; spring
weah, broken, missing (if your rifle has been set up for
automatic fire, @ broken or missing spring is the kind of

STOCK LINER AND
~ RETAINING SCREWS—
loose, missing.

trouble that needs fixing—but now); spring and plunger don't

~ bent, not blackened. move freely.

FLASH SUPPRESSDR— lonse,

burred or busted keys; loaded

with carbon; bent, cracked
socket-head lock screw loose,
missing. Threads stripped,
paint rounded.

MAGAZINE — tube split at seams,
dented, bulged: spring weak, miss-
ing, busted; follower bent, binds,
follower tip that holds bolt lock in
place bent, broken; floor plate
lnose, too tight to remove; lock-
plate loose, missing.

BAYONET LUG—
cracked, burred, bent,
broken off.

BARREL THREADS FOR FLASH
SUPPRESS0R AND GAS CYL-
INDER LOCK—damaged.

EAS CYLINDER

FLASH
KEYWAYS —burred.

SUPPRESSOR
KEYWAYS—
burred.

GAS CYLINDER — dented,

burred, cracked: burred or

busted keys: ]f?adiedd with c%r-

bon: raised shoulder in “D"

slot fouls uppiston movement. GAS PISTON— —loose, threads

burred, exces- stripped, excessive
sive carbon. carbon.

" Wl ]

GAS CYLINDER
LOCK — cracked,
loose, bad

threads. :

e, |

BAS CYLINDER PLUG

WINDAGE REAR SIGHT— aperture lonse, not blackened, hole ——————————
KNOB plugged, rotches in rack busted; knobs loose, turn TELESCOPE MOUNT HOLE —
TS . hard, missing, no clicking saund when turned, ele- threads burred.

vation and windage markings not clear; pinions
BASE stripped; threads sfripped; cover cracked, out ‘
ﬁwﬂmﬁ d of shape, missing; sight base cracked, threads |

o sperToRe  Stripped, aperture groove hattered,
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FRONT BAND—

BIPOD—welded jﬂints Erﬂﬂkﬂd, bEﬂt, wan't LD[:H:.h[ukgnl FIRING MECHANISM ... IE!EEEH AND SEAR HAMMER HAMMER
hold stock and doesn't hold, HOUSING—tough to getin and | ASSEMBLY—sear SPRING SPRING—weak,
2 handguard in place. bent, top burred. out of receiver, cracked, lock- | warn, battered; points| | PLUNGER— missing, mis-
_. '_ C “ ing notch damaged, rib{broken; trigger damaged. shapen, ends cut.
i ' ' ---5 battered, husted |ugs damaged;
r— i3 Lo o oo o g pin bent, missing, M W
TRIGGER GUARD— moves sideways.
// won't lock in firing CAMWER
Ebﬁlﬁ‘éii'&in / 2 "'o LOCKING SCREW— Siniat oot of s = | ke
won't hold, not husted, “new” bend HAMMER PIN— | | HOUSING—

PLUNGERS—bind,
broken, don't hold

.i

staked, threads

stripped.

put in hook; point

bent, missing,

dentad crar:hed

manatl hard to install L
legs in place; spring 8 : : damaged_... and remove. S ]
weak, missing. ||"||"|EH LEGS—burred, YOKE—jaws don't MAGAZINE LATCH— ———
bent, don’t extend mave freely; pivot pin worn. binds. won't
PLUNGERS—hind, all the way. missing; cotter key hold magazine J
broken; spring weak, : missing. busted: spring weak - SAFETY
missing. LEGS—don't fold, s broken; pin bent, | | HAMMER— SPRING — SAFETY—won't
DRAINAGE g‘;r"“teg"m- bent, 2 busted, sticks out cracked, h weak, out of move, cracked,
HOLES—plugged. . / beyond housing chipped, shape, missing. | | chipped.
FEET—bent, SHEce

/‘ hroken.

EIECTOR SPRING /:

CARTRIDGE CLIP CHARBER EUIDE— |oose, damaged,
misshapen enough fo foulup ammo loading; retaining
pin sticks owt beyond top inside surface of receiver,

v EJECTOR PLUNGER—

—hroken, weak, £/ : CONNECTOR LOCK— missing:
worn, broken, bent,  missing, loaded & ——— 'EE“@?\_ A BOLT LOCK—binds, worn; spring weak, connectar lock pin broken, iﬁ-
\JU"‘ IFII33|IIEr tip fﬂUﬂdEd with carban, /C*‘%gh s : missing; pin broken, missing, won't hold stalled looselv.
EXTRACTOR—louse, broken, miss- brass chips. e bolt back or let it return when released. j"_
ing, lipburred, heatup, shaft worn. s ———
FIRING PIN— - S OPERATING ROD ——
EXTRACTOR SPRING ANDPLUNGER—  broken, hent, RECEIVER SLOT FOR TUBE— hurred, BORE AND CHAMBER—exces-
broken, won't hold extractor, miss-  MISSINg; tip FIRING MEGHANISM— - bent, dented. sive pitting, carbon.
ing: spring weak, not straight: :!;:ﬁ::?:n%tad burred. - :‘E%-HH_ ﬁ
plunger bent.  oms® broken; tang BOLT LOCKING LUG SLIDE RE- S //
damaged, angle CESS—burred. s i | OPERATING ROD GUIDE —dam-

OPERATING ROD = pept  —
[:I'ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂ, warn.

OPERATING ROD HANDLE —
cracked, bent, balt roller cramming
recess hattered enough to foul up

holt movement: notched "hnss
burred, damaped.

aged, loose enough to batter

or foul up movement of oper

ating rod,

TR . L A
 SPRING GUIDE AND DRIVE SPRING —

guide h:ﬂt; hole in guide worn; spring kinked
out of shape, broken, weak; tip that holds
magazine bent, broken.

BOLT AND ROLLER ASSeM. / rounded.
BLY —bolt cracked, sliding
surfaces Durred, spring and
firing pin recesses filled with [
carbon, brass chips; lugs |/
worn, busted, burred: roller =
burred, broken, missing,
doesn’t turn freely,

SELECTOR DR SELECTOR
LOCK — busted, doesn't tum
freely; pin missing; spring
weak, missing: selector shaft
doesn't turn easily when dis-
engaged from sear release.
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It figures that vou want to be on the lookour for rust on all metal parts of

the rifie. And dire is something else you look for—inside and outside the rifle.

Every good rifleman knows that two publications are important to him,
Those'd be TM 9-1005-223-12 (26 May 61) ...and TM 9-1005-223.20P (22
Nov 60},

NOW COMES THE TIME FOR SOME:
TIPS THAT'LL HELP YOU AND YOUR RIFLE...

L. S0 you're disassembling your rifle and it's rougher’n a cob to get the lock-

ing "hook" on the trigrer guard free of the locking notch in the fring mech-
anism houvsing, You know . . . so you can rotate the guard and then remove the
housing,

DON'T ROTATE TRIGGER
. GUARD MORE THAN 90°

WHEN REMOVING FIRING

MECHANISM HOUSING.

LOCKING
HOOK

It just happens thac the tighe fic is buile into the rifle. One thing it does is make
the weapon more accurare.

So don’t bend the hook or file the notch to make it easier o free the rigger
guard. If vou figure it’s too much of a fight to remove the trigger, pass along
your troubles o your armorer-actificer.

2. Something clse you want to remember about the trigger guard . . . don't
rotate it more’n 90 degrees when you're removing the firing mechanism hous-
ing. If you feel the cocking stud on the guard coming in contact with the point
at the bottom of the hammer, you've turned the guard-‘too much. You wane o
remove the housing before you feel this metal-to-metal contace.

3. The deal is thae if you rotate the erigger guard two far and then go w re-
move the housing, you can batter the rib on the housing as it slides in the slot in
the receiver. And a damaged rib'll make it tough removing and replacing the
housing.

Ancther thing . . . take a look now and again to
see if the trigger pin rubs against the stock when
you remove the firing mechanism bousing. If it does,
pet your armorer to remove abost Ii-tneh from the
pointed end of the pin.

There're also o couplo qood points to keep in mind while you're assembling the firing mechanism.
COCKING

First . . . moke sure the bottom painted end of the ham-
mar—the cocking tong—is forward of the inside (the
right one] cocking stud on the trigger guard. If it's not,
you won't be able to install the firing mechanism right .
.. and it wor't work up 1o sauff, — /ST TANG
Second .. . install the hommer spring housing so the
cutowoy part foces the sofety. The housing is open that
way sa fhe safety will work. You hed the same deal on
your M1 rifle.

STOCK TIPS

The stock’s not made for using as a
pry bar or to hammer down tent pegs.
Maybe your stock is made of light-
colored wood (birch) and the other
guys have dark colored stocks (wal-
nut). Makes no difference. One is juse
as good as the other—with the right
treatment,

And that also includes rubbing it
with raw linsced oil now and again o
stop splintering and deying out before
they stare. Never use gun oil or bore
cleaner on wooden surfaces,

You know those rivets in the front of the stock—the ones
that hold the swivel? There's a vight way and a wrong way
to tighten them, So fet yonr support wnit bandle the job.
One more thing about the stock—in case you're
wondering—that's a drain—or vent—bale i the
frout end of it.

Another thing that vou don’t want to do is cut or whittle
away at any part of the stock. And it’s your support people’s
job—not yours—to repair the stock.
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GAS CYLINDER PLUG TIPS

Whar do you figure causes the most dam-
age to the handguard? You're wrong. The
real damage comes when you hold on to the
handguard while you're tightening or loos-
ening the gas cylinder plug.

The right way to do it is to hold on
the barrel and gas cylinder or, if the biped's
actached, grab that. If the barrel and eyl
inder arc hot . . . you can't wait for them to
cool off ... and the bipod's not arached,
stick a screwdriver berween the barrel and
cylinder for leverage,

By the incidentally . .. that combination tacl, FSH 4933-768-0211, Is the only thing you want 1o
use for removing ond installing the gos cylinder plug. Use the combinotion tool to tighten the
plug os tight o5 you con get it. Don't—double don't—use any extension an the teel for added
leverage when you fighten the plug. The only lime you might need extro leverage on the fool is
when you go ta remove a corhoned-up plug.

Speaking about tightening ogain . . . you can see that the cylinder and plug threods are fine, so
you have to be careful or you'll aross-thread them.

It's worth remembering that the only stuff you use to clean the gas piston, gas
cylinder bore and gas cylinder plug is bore cleance. The thing to do is soak the
piston and plug in bore cleaner and then wipe them with patches or a clean
cloth soaked with bore cleaner, You don't have to put the gas cylinder in bore
cleaner, but you do clean the bore with patches or a clean cloth loaded with bore

cleaner. ﬁ

Don't wse any kind of abrasive ov something
sharp for scraping, The piston, [rinstance, is made
to miphty fine tolerances ... and trying to clean it
with something fike crocus cloth, steel wool or sand
SHEE Can Mess up things,

The inside of the piston, tho, can be cleaned with
your bore brush and bore cleawer. The same goes
for the pas cylinder plug.

The deal thar is like to tear most guys our of the fr"l.mc i5
the way components of the gas system change color once the
rifle is fired. They figure they have to get the parts looking
like new—polished to a shine. So they give the parts 2 good
poing over—shore of sand blasting.

Jusl remember. That change of colar is coused by gas ond heat. And it doesn't have anything to

du with the way the rifle works %o, skip frying fo polish up those parls.
ﬁnm:hr:r thing . . . seeing’s how the components of the gas syscem are made
of corrosion resisting stecl, they're not going to rust. 56 vou assemble them dev.
Thar's right . . . no oil. Only the exterior surfaces ger a light coat of oil,

F YO PUT OIL INSIDE  THE
CYLfNDEQ ONTHE BISTON OR

O THE PLL!G THREADS, YOU'LL
GET A FASTER BUILD-UP OF

CARBON, AND THAT'LL MAKE
YOUR NEXT CLEANING JOB
THAT MUCH TOUSHER.

LISE THE i you
DIDN'T LUISE ON THE
CYLINDER AND (
PLLIG HERE,

There're two places vou don't want to forger w pur oil. Those're the inside
of the operating rod tube and the spring and plunger for the connector assem-
bly, You get at the inside of the tube with an oily pateh and your eleaning rod.

You can run into a rough sitpation whew you [F

POSITION
get carbon between the spindle valve and gas cylin- FOR FIRING
der, When this happens, it's a real job to rotate the M7 5 GRENADE

valve, ‘Cornrse . . the only tine you votate the valve MUHWER_ -

frown vertical to hovizontal for firing is when you wse
the M76 grewade lawscher, You want to pash it in
daud rovate it owce in awbhile just to break loose and
get rid of excess carbon.

Auyway ... if you can't push in the valve 5o you
cawt rolate i, put a block of wood against it and give
the wood a few raps wutil you're able to move the
valve in and onut, Then you should be able to turn
the valve. Don't try to take it apart, That's a job for
Ovdnance.

NORMAL
VALVE
POSITION

™ Now for some quick scoop. Bur it's important. When the
firing mechanism's installed in the receiver and the selector
is set for automatic fire, make sure the sear releasc is touching
the sear. TURN HIM OVER ).
Something elsc that needs checking — TEOEOUE ARMOREE &
before and after firing — is che flash suppressor
and front sight. Give the suppressor and sight
a coupla shakes, And if either moves ac all,

ask your armorer to sce if he can spot the rouble.
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If you have an empty magazine in the receiver,
ar when the last round leaves che rifle, and the bole
doesn't stay o the rear, check the follower in the
magazine. Ie should be cacching on the bolt lock o
keep the hole back. RETAINING
While you've gol your eyeballs aronnd the bolt,

take o look at the voller and retaining ving. They
satiid o be oiled Lightly, Aud it's a pood deal if the
redler spins easy-like. Bt it's still good cven if i

deesn't turu freely.

It’s time to call for support unit help if the roller

WEAK waorks off the stud. You'll get a new retaining ring and

SPRING

roller.
;’i]ll;hll:rl-lu!&'ﬂ b} Does the r:xrr:u:l:rfr have a bad habit? Like jumping
TROUBLES out of the bole. That's usually caused by 2 woen exrracror
mLI'FITWDRH FLUNGER | shafr and 4 weak spring and plunger.
Another thing abour the exeractor plunger . .. the
round botom head of the plunger wants to seat in che
recess of the extractor. And if the plunger is benr, ic'll

RECESS

' foul up the movement of the spring. And you'll have

EXTRACTOR ; extractor troubles, Something else .. . don't forger o
keep a light coar of oil en the plunger.

1% time to pet a sew ejecior spring ard plunger whew the
ewrply cavtridges start flying to the right rear of the weapon |
when yor're on arfomatic fire. You'll find the three anples
oy the face of the plrenger ave uswally wora veal bad and the
spring i shot.

You never, ever, never wont lo foke o bolt from one rifle and put it in

onother—unless your support unit checks the balt and soys it's OK.
Making this kind of switch con mess up the hendspoce and you.

Don't forget the new deal on cleaning the bore, You only have o do it once
with the newer bore cleaner afeer firing. Of course, vou don't stop running
patches through until one comes out clean. Then you follow through with a light
coar of oil.

The best way o keep the chamber clean is to do the job whenever it needs
doing—or any time you're not sure just how clean ie is,

When it comes to the bipod, you tighten
or loosen the locking serew in the bottom
of the right-hand jaw with your combina-
tion tool, Don't try to remove the screw.
You could ruin the jaw and screw threads.
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