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An addition to Montana’s Bob Marshall wilderness is part of 244,970 acres of new wilderness protected
by Congress.
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In the face of growing pressure from President Obama and frustration from local

FRONT CLIMATE  ECONOMY  HEALTH  JUSTICE  LGBT  WORLD  CULTURE  

SPORTS  ELECTION

TRENDING: CLIMATE CHANGE OIL SPILL
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNITED NATIONS CONGRESS

Search:  

! " TRENDING

http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/12/13/3603163/congress-protects-national-parks-and-wilderness/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2014/05/21/president-obama-designates-organ-mountains-desert-peaks-national-m#transcript
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/wilderness-act-s-th-anniversary-prompts-discussion-about-past-future/article_a7295f34-18e3-11e4-bab2-001a4bcf887a.html
http://thinkprogress.org/
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/economy/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/health/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/lgbt/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/world/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/culture/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/sports/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/election/issue/
http://thinkprogress.org/tag/climate-change/
http://thinkprogress.org/tag/oil-spill/
http://thinkprogress.org/tag/environmental-protection-agency/
http://thinkprogress.org/tag/united-nations/
http://thinkprogress.org/tag/congress/
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/issue/


communities for its failure to pass meaningful land conservation legislation in the past five
years, Congress sent a package of dozens of land conservation bills to the President’s desk
for signature on Friday.

All together, the bills — which were added to a defense spending bill that was approved on
Friday — protect more than 1 million acres of national parks, wilderness areas, and wild
and scenic rivers. It is the most significant piece of land conservation legislation that
Congress has passed since 2009.

“In addition to setting aside nearly a quarter million acres of wilderness in the American
West, it also expands more than a dozen of our national parks to protect more of this
country’s natural splendor for future generations,” said House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer
(D-MD).

The bills passed today include protections for 244,970 acres of new wilderness, including
an addition to the Bob Marshall Wilderness in Montana, the creation of the Columbine-
Hondo Wilderness in New Mexico, the Pine Forest Range and Wovoka Wildernesses in
Nevada, and the Hermosa Creek Wilderness in Colorado.

The package also designates 208,160 acres in Montana as the Rocky Mountain Front
Conservation Management Area, protects 70,650 acres in Colorado as the Hermosa Creek
Special Management Area, and adds more than 100 miles of rivers to the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

Beginning with his State of the Union address in January, President Obama has issued a
series of challenges to Congress this year to take action on stalled lands bills.

“Congress is sitting on dozens of bills that would help protect our precious land and
wildlife,” the President said in May as he signed a proclamation that used executive
authority to protect the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks in New Mexico as a national
monument. “And by one count, there’s a set of 10 land conservation bills that have been
introduced a combined 52 times over the past 30 years, and they are still stuck. So I’m here
to pick up a little bit of the slack.”

In addition to the conservation measures included in the package, several controversial
provisions targeted to drilling and mining interests cleared Congress. A measure that
facilitates the development of Rio Tinto PLC’s Resolution Copper project near Superior,
Arizona, for example, was added, as was a bill that transfers coal reserves in the Bull
Mountains of Montana to Great Northern Properties, a Houston-based coal company.
Both measures have drawn strong criticism for their expected environmental impacts.
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As a Christmas tree bill enjoying a rare showing of widespread bipartisan support, it
passed the House by a vote of 300-119 last Thursday and the Senate by 89-11 today. The
package of legislation is expected to be signed by the President in the coming days.

Makari Krause is an intern with the Center for American Progress Energy team.
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Matthew Koehler ·  Top Commenter · University of Montana
Here's a sampling of the profound costs of these Public Lands Riders to America's public lands legacy.

Bottom Line: These riders not only give away public lands in Arizona (sacred to the Apache Tribe) to a foreign
mining corporation for one of the world’s largest copper mines, and give away 70,000 acres of National Forest
land to a timber corporation in Alaska, but overall the package will mean more taxpayer-subsidized pubic
lands grazing, mining and oil and gas development, all with less public input, less protection for wildlife
species and less science-based management. So I guess in that way, the package is ‘historic.’.

Sure, I love the Rocky Mountain Front too, and enjoy hunting, fishing, hiking an spending time with my family
over there. But was the Rocky Mountain Front even under imminent threat?

All those celebrating ... See More
Reply · Like ·  · 6 hours ago5

Mark Schmidt ·  Top Commenter · Retired AFSCME Steward and Union Thug at VHR (Very Happily
Retired!)
White man's government screws Indians...ever since day 1.
Reply · Like ·  · 5 hours ago2

Kim Jensen ·  Top Commenter
Wow! Thanks for the info. I knew that headline was too good to be true. No way Tea party would
do anything but rape the land for profit. I'm surprised they didn't just sell it all outright. What a
scam.
Reply · Like ·  · 4 hours ago1
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